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1. Ans) (a)

Explanation:

Published annually by Reporters Without Borders (RSF) since 2002, the World Press Freedom Index
measures the level of media freedom in 180 countries. It assesses the level of pluralism, media
independence, the environment for the media and self-censorship, the legal framework, transparency, and
the quality of the infrastructure that supports the production of news and information. It does not evaluate
government policy. The global indicator and the regional indicators are calculated on the basis of the
scores registered for each country. These country scores are calculated from the answers to a
questionnaire in 20 languages that is completed by experts throughout the world, supported by a
qualitative analysis. The scores measure constraints and violations, so the higher the score, the worse the
situation. Because of growing awareness of the Index, it is an extremely useful advocacy tool. India made
its debut on this index in 2013 at 140 out of 180 countries. The rankings gradually improved, reaching
136 in 2017. However, the ranking has since slipped back to 142 in the 2020 index. The report claims that
violence against journalists, including police violence, attacks by Maoist fighters and retaliation by

corrupt politicians and criminal outfits is the current state of press freedom in India.

2. Ans) (c)

Explanation:

The first-ever epigraphical reference to the date of death of Vijayanagar king Krishnadevaraya has been
discovered at Honnenahalli in Tumakuru district in Karnataka. The inscription is written in Kannada. As
per the inscription: Krishnadevaraya, one of the greatest emperors of India who ruled from the South,
died on October 17, 1529, Sunday, and incidentally this day was marked by a lunar eclipse. A village
named Honnenahalli in Tumakuru was gifted for conducting worship to the god Veeraprasanna
Hanumantha of Tumakuru. About Vijayanagar ruler Krishnadevaraya: He was an emperor of the
Vijayanagara Empire who reigned from 1509-1529. He belonged to Tuluva Dynasty. Krishna Deva Raya
earned the titles Kannada Rajya Rama Ramana, Andhra Bhoja and Mooru Rayara Ganda. He became the
dominant ruler of the peninsula of India by defeating the Sultans of Bijapur, Golconda, the Bahmani
Sultanate and the Raja of Odisha. The great south Indian mathematician Nilakantha Somayaji also lived
in the Empire of Krishnadevaraya. Portuguese travellers Domingo Paes and Fernao Nuniz also visited the

Vijayanagara Empire during his reign.
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3. Ans) (d)

Explanation:

Ministry of Jal Shakti announces selection of 12 sites for transforming them into ‘Swachh Tourist
Destinations’ under Phase-1V. About Swachh Iconic Places (SIP): It is an initiative of Ministry of
Drinking Water and Sanitation under Swachh Bharat Mission. Aims to take iconic places and their
surroundings to higher standards of Swachhata, so that all visitors benefit and also take away home the
message of cleanliness. Implementation of the project: It is a collaborative project with three other central
Ministries: Urban Development, Culture, Tourism; all levels in the concerned States and more
importantly, Public Sector and Private companies as partners. Initiatives taken up under Swachh Iconic
Places initiative: Improved sewage infrastructure, installation of Sewage Treatment Plant (STP), drainage
facilities, improved sanitation facilities, water vending machines, solid and liquid waste management
(SLWM) set-up, structure restoration, lighting arrangements, beautification of parks, roads maintenance,
better transport facilities in approach and access areas besides at the main sites.

4. Ans) (d)

Explanation:

The Biden administration has revoked Donald Trump’s suspension of new immigrant visas, which had
been in effect since late April 2020.The revoked order had suspended the entry of certain immigrants and
non-immigrants into the U.S. ostensibly on grounds of protecting the U.S. labour market in the wake of
COVID-19. What’s the issue now? Mr. Biden, however, did not revoke a Trump administration pause on
H1-B (skilled worker), L (intra-company transfer) and several other work and exchange visitor visa
categories that went into effect on June 24, 2020. H1-B visas are predominantly granted to workers in the
IT sector, and most of these visas — over 70% — have gone to Indian citizens in recent years. What are
H-1B, H-2B, L and other work visas? In order to fill a vacuum of highly-skilled low-cost employees in IT
and other related domains, the US administration issues a certain number of visas each year which allows
companies from outside the US to send employees to work on client sites. H-1B: Person is Specialty
Occupation: To work in a specialty occupation. Requires a higher education degree of its equivalent. L1
visas allows companies to transfer highly skilled workers to US for a period of up to seven years. H-2B
visas allow food and agricultural workers to seek employment in the US. J-1 Visas: It is for students on

work-study summer programmes.

5. Ans) (c)
Explanation:
The Indian Banks’ Association (IBA) has begun identifying bad loans which can be transferred to the
Centre’s proposed bad bank. The IBA has written to banks asking them for a list of all bad loans worth Rs

500 crore and above to “identify magnitude of the problem” and “get clarity over initial capital required
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for the entity”. Concept of Bad Bank: A bad bank is a bank set up to buy the bad loans and other illiquid
holdings of another financial institution. The entity holding significant nonperforming assets will sell
these holdings to the bad bank at market price. By transferring such assets to the bad bank, the original
institution may clear its balance sheet—although it will still be forced to take write-downs.

6. Ans) (b)

Explanation:

The Centre is going to stop 232 Million Gallons per Day (MGD) of water coming from the Beas to Delhi
for a month. Centre is starting a repair work, which will create complete closure of Nangal hydel channel.
This will stop 25% of the water supply in Delhi. About the Beas: The Beas originates near the Rohtang
Pass, at a height of 4,062 m above sea level, on the southern end of the Pir Panjal Range, close to the
source of the Ravi. It crosses the Dhaola Dhar range and it takes a south-westerly direction and meets the
Satluj river at Harike in Punjab. It is a comparatively small river which is only 460 km long but lies
entirely within the Indian territory.

7. Ans) (b)

Explanation:

The Westminster Magistrates Court in London has allowed India’s extradition request against
businessman Nirav Modi, who is wanted in connection with the 13,758 crore Punjab National Bank
fraud, ruling that a prima facie case had been made out. Fugitive Economic Offender: A person can be
named an offender under the law if there is an arrest warrant against him or her for involvement in
economic offences involving at least Rs. 100 crore or more and has fled from India to escape legal action.
The procedure: The investigating agencies have to file an application in a Special Court under the
Prevention of Money-Laundering Act containing details of the properties to be confiscated, and any
information about the person’s whereabouts. The Special Court will issue a notice for the person to
appear at a specified place and date at least six weeks from the issue of notice. Proceedings will be
terminated if the person appears. If not the person would be declared as a Fugitive Economic Offender
based on the evidence filed by the investigating agencies. The person who is declared as a Fugitive
Economic Offender can challenge the proclamation in the High Court within 30 days of such declaration

according to the Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018.

8. Ans) (b)
Explanation:
The Centre has decided to integrate the Common Service Centres (CSC) with the E-Daakhil portal for
Consumer grievance redressal. The E-Daakhil portal was launched by National Consumer Dispute

Redressal Commission (NCDRC), Department of Consumer Affairs.
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9. Ans) (d)
Explanation:
Sinauli is situated in Uttar Pradesh's Baghpat district, India.It is 70 kilometres away from New Delhi
situated at the doab of Ganga and Yamuna rivers.The site has found links to early Vedic Age

Civilizations, that may be linked to Mahabharata or Ramayana.

10. Ans) (c)
Explanation:
The National Urban Digital Mission (NUDM) has been launched recently. Ministry: Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs and the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology. Key takeaways NUDM
will create a shared digital infrastructure for urban India. It shall work across the three pillars of people,
process, and platform to provide complete support to cities and towns. It will institutionalise a citizen-
centric and ecosystem-driven approach to urban governance and service delivery. It will be functional

across all cities and towns in India by 2024.
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